. THE FIRST AVIATION BRIGADE
AVBAD ' S C 1 ey 1969

The U,S, &my's 1st Aviation Brigade, headquartered 25 miles northe
east of Saigon at Long Binh, 1s the Amnyls largest aviation command,
nearly equal in size to two divisions, - ‘ g

 Organized onil March 1966 as the U,S, Army Aviation Brigade (Pro-é
visional), the Brigade joined the ranks of the Ammyls official force
structure on 25 May 1966, ILieutenant General Jean E, Engler, Deputy
Coumanding General, UsS. Aymy Vietnam, formally presented the 1st Aviaw
tion Brigade colors to then Brigadier General George P, Seneff Jr,, the
first Brigade Commander, .

The rission of the st Aviation Brigade is to provide command (less -

operational control) of its organic units; to provide cormand for those
other units that may be attached or assigned by CG USARV; and to provide
aviation support, as directed, to Fyee World Military Assistance Forces
(FWMAF') for the conduct of tactical operations throughout the Republic
of Vietnam, This statement understates the complexity of the Brigadels
mission, for over fifty percent of the Amiy's aircraft in Vietnam are in
the Aviation Brigadetls widely scattered unlts, '

The more than 100 aviation units which make up the 1st Aviation
Brirade are organized into three Combat Aviation Groups, one separate
Combat Aviation Battalion and one Aviation Group, The 12th Combat A~
viation Group, headquarbered at Long Binh and under the operational
control of II Pield Force Vietnam, commands six batbalions and one Adr
Cavalry Scuadron, providing helicopter and fixed wing support within the
ARV III Corps Tactical Zone, The 17th Combat Aviation Group, headquare
tered at Nha Trang and under the operational control of I Field Force
Vietnan, comrands four battalions, one Adr Cavalry Squadron and the 201st
Corpe Aviatioh Capony, ~ supporting operations within the ARVI] II
Corps Tactical Zone, <The 16lth Combat Aviation Group, headquart:red
at Can Tho and wnder the operational control of the Senior Advisor, IV
ARV Corps, comiands two battalions and ong Air Cavalry Squadion, sup-
porting combined operations in the lickong Delta Rogion, The 212th Come
bat Aviation Battalion, at Da Mang, is under the operctional control of
Headquarters, IIT Marine Amphibious Force, supporting oporations in the
ARVI I Coxpe Tactical Zone, The 165th Aviation Group, headquartered
at Long Binh, provides the Army £flight following system, verminal alr
troffic control and tactical air traffic conbtrol throughout Vietnam.
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The story of the lat Aviation Brigade is the story of more than
. 25,000 officers and men who fly and maintoain the more thon 2,000 alr-
craft that malke up the Army's non-divisional aviation flect in Victnem,
and vho perform the myriad administrative md. logistical tasks that go
hond in haod with the operational mission, Adwrcraft .of the 1et Brigade
are in the sldes over Vietnam 2L hours a day, providing troop 1ift, :

acrial weapons support, tacticel fixed wing transportatlon, surveillance,

reconaisgance ond adiministrotive and liaison support for the ground
Lorces, . ‘ ) o : : o
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A glance at a month!s operational statistics for the Drigadels

wiits provides an insight to the many tasks the Ammy's Air Wing performs,
The dviation Brigadets abuility can be shown by using a typical month in
which the following passonger figures were recorde’: IFixod wing branse
ported 16,505 and rotary wing transported 508,775, for a total of 605,260
passongers ‘transported, This same nmonth sow movement of L0 tons of '
cargo by fixmed wing craft and 117,5L5 in rotary wing craft for o total of
153,002 hours of flying during a typicnl month., Many passengors wore
troops on combat assaults. To provide this transporbation and fire
support some of the Drigadels units participated in mejor battlos throughe
out Victrnam, Again looking at a typical month the Brigadels units
accounted for 2,814 Viet Cong killed by air action, 1,353 damagel and
2,352 destroyed structures and 579 damaged and 1,669 destroyed sampans,

For the throo month poriod August through October 1960, swards pro-
. cessed by the Erigede HQ Myards section for the entire Drigade reflect
the truly outstonding job done by the officors and men of ‘tho Brigode:
Legion of lerit, 58; Silver Star, 96; Distinguished Flying Cross, 673;°
‘Bronze Star, 986; Bronzo Star MW, 93; Air Modal, 24990; Adw Fodal "I,

537;. Ay Cormoendation Medal, 1052; Army Commondation Medal "WM, 309 me= o

total of 28,802

Tho history of non-divisional Ay Aviation in Viotnam bogan in Octe
cbor 1961 with the arrival of the 18th Aviation Detachment ond in Doceme
ber 1961 with the orrival of the 8th and 57th Transportation Compenies,

equiped with the CH-21 "Flying Bananag", After inbensive periods of traine

© ing, both companies flew thixr first mission in lato Deconbers The 8th
and 57th Tronsporbtation companies, later rodesignated as the 117th and
120%h Aviation Companies (airmobile 1ight), ave tho oldest active companyw-
sizo units within the Drigade, With the coming of 1962, the 8th Trans-
portation Company began recciving its first armed Ull.1 helicoptors.

By June 1962, Arny Aviation strength in Vietnam had growm to one ,
Battalion (the LS Trensportation Battalion,.lator redesignated the 1LSth
Aviation Battalion) and four companies, The 18th Aviation Company (U=14)
continues to be the oldest company still possessing its original designae
tion. On 1 Jwie 1962 the US Army Support Group, Vietnam (USASG-V., which
was to bocome the United States Army Vietnam (USARV)), was activated to
provide administrative and logistical support to the aviation unlts and
to tho few other Army organizations thon located in the Republio of Vietw
nan, ‘

With the cxcoption of MACV advisors and Spocial Forces Terms, the
bulk of the US Axmyls effort in Vietnam from 1962 through 196l was
. centored on Mmy aviation, This was the testing ground for the heli-
~ copter, as well as the Arny's surveillance aireraft, tho turbojet OV.1
Hhiohaic" and the old but Lalihful obsorvation aireraft, the O0-1 '"EBird-
dogs co ‘ — .

By late 196l the CH-21's had been roplaced by the faous Ul-1 "Hucys",

This turbojot powered helicoptor, an omuiprescnt sight in the skies over
Vietnan, probably symbollzos more than any other itom of oquipment, '
vehiele ox aircraft, tho wor in Vietnan. As a troop-carrying aircraft,
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as o "gpshin® or as a2 comaand and control alrer-ft, tho Tuoy 4c the
vorkhorse of Avmy -wiation, and the 32 dgs-alt Helicoptor Comgrnics
form the brckbone of the tst dvn Bde. '
. | '
The Firss of the Brigade!s rany "Chinook" (Cll-47) companics arrived
in Vietnan in Hovembor 1995, Those dssaclt Support Helicoptor Cospanles
aro the prime novers of tho 105w howitzors, giving artillory units tho
same robility as the infontry wnits thoy cupport. They also provide an
over ro~dy memns for distributing heavy priority itcas of supplics and
equinmont to tacticnl wnits, Whon the toctlenl situation dictates, they
ars also cmployed to provide troop lift and metical evacuatbion, In June
1967, a Cii-5l "Siyerane! Devachment was assignod to the 17th “SHCLthe Lirst
Ary Cranes in RV, ‘ :

_ Tnitroduction of the MHa1G "Cobra! gunships in iugust 1967 has

enhanced the offcctivencss of the Brigade's armoed hellcopters, Thic alr-
craft is the Fivst helicoptor designzd prinsrily for armed assoult
rathor than troop 1ift oporations, :

rignde cavnbilitios were again broadened with tho ~rrivel of the
first of threo Adr Cavalry Squadrons starting in October 1967, The
Aviation Groups to which thosc unlts were assigned are ablo to provide a
Mard hitting" alimobile combined nrmg roconnnissaneo olommnb for tho fiold
comiandors. Theso wiits introduccd tho OH-GiMCoyusclobservatlon holicop-
tor to the Victnan battleficld, This highly mancuvornblo ~dreraft was
dosimoed to eventually perform all -army Aviation obsorvation and rocone
aissancs missionse. '

In rocognition of its cxomplary nccomplishuionts gince activation
tho 1st Sviotion Dripade was solected as the -y --viation ssgoclation
of inericals Oubsbanding Sviation Unit of 1967. On 21 May 1967, Cencral
Cao Ven Vien, then Minister of Defense, Republic of South Viotnnu, proe
sonbed the Vizbtnanesc Cross of Gallentry with Palm to tho 15t ayiation
. Bpizade 'nd an individual awnrd to the lrigade Commandor, Hajor (then
' -Brigmlior) Genoral Georze P, Seneff Jr,, for outstmding sorvice during

the neriod 1 Mapch 1966 to 26 My 1967, United Statos army Genoral
Opdor Yumber 22, 2l lay 1968, confirmoed tho awards -

During Hay 1968 the government of the Reyublic of South Vietnam
averdo. a sceond Cross of Gallantry to the Drignde nnd n ind¢ivicdunl
avard o the Drigade Cormancer, Hajor General Robort R, Williams, Con~
formation by Departmont of the Appyr of the Prigade awwd hos not at prese
ent becn sceured, ' ‘

On 20 Hurch 1969, Brigadior Goneral 4llen M, Burdetd, Jr., assumzd
cormand of the 1st Aviation Brigade, replacing Hajor General Robert Ro
Willianse « grocuate of West Point, the commond ond Gonorel Stnff Colloge,
the Army War College, and the Arned Forccs Stnff-Collere, Goporal Burdett
alse holds a iasber of Arbs Dogrec from Geoorge Washingbon University.
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With the anticipated arrival of the AH.S6L “Cheyene! and tho OH-S5BA
"Wiowa", the future holds even greator promise for the 18t Aviation Briw
gade, Its copabilitics mnd accomplishmonts will continua to axpand as ‘the
U5, Ay perfocts and improvos the tochniques and tactics of sipy mobie
Lity. Sincue esealation of tho US offort in Vietnam in 1965, the succoss
of the freoc world forces has beon vitally linked to the prescnce of Army
«wiation: that prosonce is typifiod by the units of the 1st Jviation Briw
gade and by the Officers and men who woar tho patbh of the lst Jviation
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